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I would like to offer a few words on the occasion of the Toray Pan Pacific Open
Tennis Tournament. I am delighted that we are once again able to hold the Tournament
and welcome some of the world’s top players.

Many high-profile players, including the world’s top-ranked players and those who
have excelled at Grand Slam tournaments, are scheduled to compete. This will give
fans in Japan a special opportunity to experience women's tennis at the highest level
up close. These thrilling matches will allow us to appreciate not only the players'
exceptional skill, but also their determination to keep taking on challenges and the
remarkable potential of people. I am also confident that the sight of Japanese players
competing on the world stage and bravely taking on the world’s best will give many
people courage and hope and encourage them to take the first step toward new
challenges of their own.

This year, Toray Group celebrates its 100th anniversary. Since our founding, we have
contributed to the development of society through our business activities under our
corporate philosophy of “Contributing to society through the creation of new value
with innovative ideas, technologies and products.” We have also long been engaged
in social contribution activities, including the promotion of academic, artistic, and
sporting activities. Our sponsorship of this Tournament is part of these efforts, and
we are truly pleased to support people as they take on challenges and to bring them
dreams and inspiration through this event.

We hope that all visitors will have a truly memorable time enjoying world-class
tennis, a variety of activities including opportunities to try tennis and pickleball, as
well as the special hospitality on offer at the venue.

Finally, we would like to express our heartfelt gratitude to the Japan Tennis
Association, SPORTS NIPPON NEWSPAPERS, and all other parties involved for their

tremendous efforts in making this Tournament possible.
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Dear Tennis Fans,

On behalf of the WTA Tour Driven by Mercedes-Benz, it is my great pleasure to welcome
you to the Toray Pan Pacific Open Tennis at Tokyo’s Ariake Coliseum & Ariake Tennis
Forest Park.

As the global leader in women’s sport, the WTA is home to an incredible array of players,
athletes and icons, many of whom you will see stepping onto the stage here in Tokyo as the
WTA continues to Rally The World.

Each match represents countless hours of training and preparation, and your support
from the stands brings the energy that inspires every player to showcase their very best.

I would like to extend my sincere thanks to all the partners, sponsors, staff and
volunteers who continually raise the bar in our collective mission of championing women’s
sport. The dedicated WTA and tournament team at the Toray Pan Pacific Open Tennis take
great pride in delivering an unforgettable experience for players and fans alike.

2025 proved to be a record-breaking year for the Tour, with over 4 million fans attending
WTA events across the season in addition to WTA players earning an unprecedented $249
million in prize money. 2026 is proving to be even bigger and better with world-class
performances on and off the court, especially with our new Premier Partner Mercedes-Benz
by our side.

As we near the halfway point in the year, the Toray Pan Pacific Open Tennis provides the
perfect opportunity for players to secure vital points to secure their spot at the worldclass
culmination of the season - the WTA Finals. Our spectacular year-end finale takes place in
November which in 2025 awarded the largest prize money pay out in the history of women’s
sport.

Thank you, our loyal fans, for being with us and supporting our Tour, your presence
makes every tournament truly special and I wish you a memorable experience filled with
inspiring performances, incredible energy and unforgettable memories.

Welcome to the 2026 WTA Tour.

All the best,
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Vice- Chairman

It is my great pleasure to extend my heartfelt congratulations to the 41st Toray
Pan Pacific Open Tennis Tournament 2026, which will once again be held at Ariake
Colosseum and the Ariake Tennis Park courts.

Since its inception in 1984 as the first official international women’s tennis
tournament in Asia, this prestigious event has welcomed leading players from Japan
and around the world every year. I very much look forward to seeing how this year’s
tournament unfolds, with top international players such as Elena Rybakina, who has
won both the Australian Open and the US Open this year, as well as Japanese players
including Naomi Osaka, competing for the title.

At the Japan Tennis Association, we are committed to strengthening and
developing our players and promoting tennis. As one of the largest international
tennis tournaments held in Japan, this tournament provides an opportunity for the
development and advancement of women’s tennis. At last year’s tournament, Wakana
Sonobe, then just 17 years old, recorded her first victory at a tourlevel event after
turning professional, demonstrating the important role this tournament plays in
nurturing the next generation of Japanese players.

Furthermore, with so many spectators attending the tournament and watching it
through media, the event plays a vital role in promoting and expanding the popularity
of tennis.

In closing, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to Sports Nippon Newspapers
Co., Ltd., the tournament organizer, as well as Toray Industries, Inc. and all of
the other supporting companies that have contributed to the tournament since its
predecessor, the Toray Silook Tournament. I would also like to extend my deepest
appreciation to everyone who has worked tirelessly to make this event possible.

I sincerely wish good health and continued success to everyone involved in the

tournament.
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It gives me great pleasure to have the Toray Pan Pacific Open Tennis Tournament
held here in Tokyo again this year. I would like to extend a heartfelt welcome to all of
the players participating from across Japan and around the world.

As one of the largest international women’s professional tennis tournaments held in
Japan, the long-established Toray Pan Pacific Open brings together top players from
around the world to compete to be the best.

With heated competition unfolding year after year, Ariake Coliseum, Tokyo’s iconic
tennis venue, has served as a backdrop to countless legendary matches to date. I look
forward to the tournament that will take place at this arena once again showcasing the
world-class performances of the athletes and contributing to the competitiveness of
Japanese tennis and the further advancement of international exchange.

To the participating athletes, may you fully demonstrate the results of your arduous
training on this grand stage. I also hope that deepening interaction with your fellow
tennis players through competition will make this tournament very memorable.

Sports invigorate our lives. The Tokyo Metropolitan Government will continue
striving to make our “Sports Field Tokyo™ vision a reality, so that everyone can share
in the excitement and emotions brought about by sports.

The World Athletics Championships and the Deaflympics held here in Tokyo last
year have further spurred interest in and enthusiasm for sports.

Through the power of sports, let’s forge Tokyo’s future, and build a brighter
tomorrow filled with smiles and hope together.
I would like to express my deep respect to all who worked tirelessly to make this

tournament possible. I offer my best wishes for the success of the event.
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